
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Public Information Meeting 

May 19, 2010 

Winnebago County Highway Department 


Business session Noon to 2 p.m. 

Public session 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 


US 41 

(WIS 21 to US 45) 


Winnebago County 

Project I.D. 1120-11-02 




 

 
 

 
 

    
 

 
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

   
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Meeting purpose 
The Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) Northeast Region has completed a construction 
staging plan and schedule for the US 45 interchange.  The purpose of today’s meeting is to present the 
construction plan and schedule, answer questions and listen to your comments.  Information on other 
construction in the WIS 21 to US 45 project section is also available. 

Project overview 
The WIS 21 to US 45 project section begins about 0.2 mile south of Witzel Avenue and extends to about 
1,000 feet north of Fountain Avenue/Snell Road (see map). 

Key design features in the WIS 21 to US 45 project 
section include the following: 

• Replace the Witzel Avenue bridge over US 41 
• Reconstruct the WIS 21 interchange with WIS 21 

over US 41 
• Widen the Lake Butte des Morts causeway and 

construct new bridges 
• Reconstruct the US 45 interchange with US 45 

over US 41 
• Construct an overpass south of US 45 to extend 

Lake Butte des Morts Drive east of US 41 
• Construct an overpass north of US 45 to connect 

Fountain Avenue and Snell Road 
• Widen US 41 to six lanes with an additional 

auxiliary lane in each direction over Lake Butte 
des Morts 

Construction information 
US 45 interchange 
The US 45 interchange construction is being staged to enhance safety and minimize travel delay.  
Staging includes temporary pavement widening and a temporary US 41 bypass at US 45 to maintain two 
travel lanes in each direction during construction.  Construction staging and schedule information is 
summarized below. 

August through November 2010 
Construction during this period will include the following: 

•	 Widen northbound US 41 from north end of Lake Butte des Morts causeway to Fountain 

Avenue/Snell Road.
 

•	 Construct a temporary US 41 bypass at US 45 with a gap to maintain traffic on US 45. 

The northbound US 41 on ramp will be closed for 30 days to allow construction of the temporary US 41 
bypass. Traffic will be detoured to the WIS 76 interchange to access northbound US 41. 

Two travel lanes in each direction will be maintained on US 41 during daytime hours.  US 41 traffic will be 
reduced to one lane during nighttime hours (9 p.m. to 5 a.m.) during temporary pavement widening. 



 

 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
        

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

April through mid August 2011 
The temporary US 41 bypass will be completed in April 2011 to prepare for closing the US 45 
interchange.  The following construction will start in April and continue through August 2011: 

•	 Reconstruction of southbound US 41 from Lake Butte des Morts to 1,000 feet north of Snell Road. 
•	 Construction on US 45, interchange ramps and roundabout west of US 41.  
•	 Construction of the US 45 bridge over US 41, northbound US 41/US 45 flyover bridge, and 


southbound US 45 bridge over the US 41 southbound on ramp.
 

The US 45 interchange will be closed during this period with traffic detoured to the WIS 76 interchange.   

All US 41 traffic will be shifted to the widened northbound lanes and temporary US 41 bypass (two traffic 
lanes in each direction). 

Mid August through mid September 2011 
Reconstruction of southbound US 41 will be completed by mid-September.  Construction will continue on 
US 45, interchange ramps, and roundabout west of US 41. 

Northbound US 41 traffic will use the widened northbound lanes and temporary bypass, and southbound 
traffic will use the newly constructed southbound lanes. 

The southbound US 45/US 41 ramp will be open, but the rest of the interchange will remain closed with 
traffic detoured to the WIS 76 interchange. 

Mid September through mid November 2011 
Construction on US 45, the US 45 bridge over US 41, the southbound US 45 bridge over the southbound 
US 41 on ramp, and the interchange ramps west of US 41 will be completed during this period. 

All US 41 traffic will use the newly constructed southbound lanes (two lanes in each direction). 

Construction will continue on the northbound US 41/US 45 flyover bridge and construction will begin on 
northbound US 41 and the interchange ramps east of US 41.  

The southbound US 45/US 41 ramp will be open, but the rest of the interchange will remain closed with 
traffic detoured to the WIS 76 interchange. 

Mid November through June 2012 
The southbound interchange ramps, US 45, and the roundabout west of US 41 will be open to traffic.  
The northbound interchange ramps will remain closed and traffic will continue to be detoured to the WIS 
76 interchange. 

All traffic on US 41 will continue to use the southbound lanes (two lanes in each direction). 

Construction on northbound US 41, the northbound interchange ramps, and the northbound US 41/US 45       
flyover bridge will be completed during this period. 

July through early September 2012 
The US 45 interchange will be completed and open to traffic.  US 41 traffic will use both the northbound 
and southbound lanes.  
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WIS 21 interchange 
The WIS 21 interchange construction will be staged similar to the US 45 interchange but will begin a year 
later (late summer 2011).  Staging will include temporary pavement widening and a temporary US 41 
bypass at WIS 21 to maintain two travel lanes in each direction during construction.  Staging and 
schedule information is still being finalized.  Major milestones are summarized below. 

•	 Temporary widening on US 41 and construction of the temporary US 41 bypass at WIS 21 will be 
constructed in fall of 2011.  The northbound US 41 on and off ramps will be closed for 21 days 
sometime after Labor Day weekend and WIS 21 will remain open through the winter. 

•	 In March 2012, the WIS 21 interchange will be closed from Washburn Street to Koeller Street with 
traffic detoured to the 9th Avenue interchange. 

•	 Roundabouts at the Washburn and Koeller intersections with WIS 21 will be open by July 2012 and 
the WIS 21 interchange will remain closed. 

•	 The WIS 21 interchange including all ramps will reopen in November 2012. 

Other construction 
Other construction in the WIS 21 to US 45 section will be completed by October 2010: 

•	 Replacement of Witzel Avenue overpass 
•	 New overpasses at Fountain Avenue/Snell Road and Lake Butte des Morts Drive 
•	 Realignment and reconstruction of Lake Butte des Morts Drive, West Fernau Avenue, Stillman 

Drive and       West Snell Road 
•	 Roundabout on US 45 for Lake Butte des Morts Drive and Fernau Avenue 
•	 Rath Lane extension north of WIS 21 

The entire WIS 21 to US 45 project section, including the Lake Butte des Morts causeway and 
bridges, will be completed by summer of 2013. 

Public comments 
We encourage you to talk to the project representatives and ask questions.  A comment form is attached 
to this handout for providing written comments.  You may drop it in the comment box at today’s meeting 
or mail it on or before May 28, 2010.  If you have questions about the US 41 project or would like more 
information, contact the persons listed below or visit the listed websites.  Construction updates are posted 
at http:/www.us41wisconsin.gov. 

Tom Buchholz, P.E. 
Project Manager 
WisDOT Northeast Region 
944 Vanderperren Way 
Green Bay, WI 54304 
(920) 492-0142 
tom.buchholz@dot.wi.gov 

Kris Schuller 
US 41 Project Communication 
Manager 
WisDOT Northeast Region 
(920) 492-4109 
kris.schuller@dot.wi.gov 

US 41 project websites 
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/projects/us41expansion/index.htm 
http:/www.us41wisconsin.gov  
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