


US 41 - Memorial Drive to County M

Public Hearing                                              
Draft Environmental Impact Statement

March 2, 2011



Presentation outline
• Tonight’s agenda
• Study area location
• Overview of public hearing
• Instructions for providing testimony
• Project description, Purpose and need
• Proposed alternatives
• Environmental impacts 
• Property acquisition/relocation
• Next steps, Project schedule 
• Description of hearing exhibits
• WisDOT contact information



Tonight’s agenda
5 p.m. Sign in, pick up handout, review exhibits, 

discuss project with WisDOT staff
Private and written testimony begins 

5:30 p.m. WisDOT presentation

6 p.m. Public verbal testimony for interested 
individuals

Additional exhibit review and discussion 
in commons (not part of public testimony)

8 p.m. End of public hearing



Study area location map



Overview of public hearing
Purpose

• Public review
− Proposed alternatives
− Study findings and exhibits
− Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIS)
− Clean Water Act Permit

• Public testimony
− WisDOT and FHWA will review 

prior to selecting the proposed 
alternative Page 3



Overview of public hearing
EIS process

• EIS development 
− Considers and evaluates range 

of alternatives
− Selects preferred alternative

• Considers various factors
− Safety and mobility
− Environmental impacts
− Residential/business 

relocations
− Public and agency input
− Cost

Page 3



Overview of public hearing
Information for public record

• Description of 
hearing exhibits
− Design displays

− Informational board 
exhibits

− Handouts

− Documents for 
review

− PowerPoint

Page 11
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Instructions for providing 
testimony

• Private verbal testimony
− Individually with court 

reporter

− Follow signs to east end of 
commons

− Available from 5 to 8 p.m.
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• Public verbal testimony
− Complete registration 

slip

− Provide comment in 
auditorium

− State your name, 
address, who you 
represent (if applicable)

− Limit comments to 3 
minutes Page 4
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Instructions for providing 
testimony



• Written testimony
− Complete written 

testimony form

− Submit tonight or mail

− Email 

− All comments due by      
March 28, 2011

Page 4

Instructions for providing 
testimony
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Project description
• US 41 (Memorial Drive 

to County M)

• I-43 (US 41 to 
Atkinson Drive)

• Includes three interchanges
− Velp Avenue
− I-43
− County M



• Maintain and improve mobility
• Improve safety 
• Minimize disturbances to natural and built 

environments
• Provide compatibility with interstate standards
• Address existing highway deficiencies
• Provide balance between regional traffic and 

local access needs
• Support the region’s economic competiveness

Purpose and need



Injury

Property 
damage

Fatal

2005 – 2007 crash data

US 41 crash rates within the project segment are among 
the highest throughout the Brown County US 41 corridor

Purpose and need



Alternatives
March 2010 Agency scoping and public information meetings to gather 

input on range of Alternatives A,B,C,D,E

May 2010 Alternative B eliminated from further study

June 2010 Design refinements (and associated changes to 
environmental impacts) to Alternatives C and D due to FHWA 
comments on compatibility with potential future conversion of 
US 41 to an interstate 

August 2010 Public information meeting to present and gather input on 
refined Alternatives C, D, E

October 2010 Alternative C eliminated from further study

March 2011 Public hearing for DEIS - Alternatives D and E remaining for 
study 



• Increase capacity on US 
41 mainline  
− Memorial Drive to   

County M
 Widen from 4-6 lanes
 Provide auxiliary lanes at 

certain locations

• Improve I-43 
− US 41 to Atkinson Drive

Design Alternatives D and E 
Common design features



Design Alternatives D and E 
Common design features

• Reconstruct US 41 
Interchanges 
− Velp Avenue 

− County M

− I-43 (Improvements vary 
for Alternatives D & E)

• Replace and/or build new 
bridges 



• Velp Avenue interchange 
reconstruction
− Improve geometrics, safety, 

and operations

− Add roundabouts at ramp 
terminals and at Memorial 
Drive intersection

− Replace US 41 bridges 

− Evaluate 5-legged roundabout 
with new frontage/access road 

Design Alternatives D and E 
Common design features



• County M interchange 
reconstruction
− Improve geometrics, safety, 

and operations

− Add roundabouts at ramp 
terminals and at East and West 
Deerfield Avenues

− Replace County M bridge over 
US 41

Design Alternatives D and E 
Common design features



Alternative D



Alternative D
Unique design features 

• US 41 expansion with C/D 
roadways between Velp 
Avenue and I-43 with 
freeway split configuration

− Adds C/D roadways to US 41 
between Velp Avenue and I-43 
Interchanges to minimize 
weaving



Alternative D
Unique design features

• Continued
− Makes geometric improvements 

and safety enhancements to the 
two inside loop ramps at the I-43 
interchange

− Uses a median split to 
accommodate a "freeway split 
configuration" for the US 41 to 
SB I-43 movement

− Maintains access between Velp 
Avenue and I-43 via US 41



Alternative E 



Alternative E 
Unique design features

• US 41 expansion with full 
reconfiguration of 
I-43/US 41 Interchange
− Provides direct ramps in all 

directions 

− Eliminates loop ramps

− Access between Velp 
Avenue and I-43 via US 41 
eliminated to accommodate 
direct ramps



Environmental impacts
Alt D Alt E

Construction cost $220 M $230 M

New right of way 29 ac 37 ac

Residential
displacements 15 15

Business 
displacements 1 1

Stream crossings 2 2

Wetland impacts 55 ac 54 ac
Page 9



Environmental impacts
Alt D Alt E

Threatened /
Endangered species Possible Possible

Archaeological sites 0 0

Historic structures 0 0

Public use land 8.4 ac 12.2 ac

Contaminated sites 3 3

Environmental 
Justice concerns No No
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Property acquisition /
relocation

• Business and residential 
displacements
− Locations identified on displays and 

DEIS available in commons area

− Wisconsin’s relocation program

 Re-establishment of      
displaced persons and 
businesses

 Prompt and reasonable 
relocation payments

 Fair market value Page 10



Next steps

March 28, 2011 End of public hearing comment period

Spring/
summer 2011 

FHWA and WisDOT review public hearing 
comments

Select preferred alternative

Late fall 2011 Prepare and distribute Final EIS (FEIS) for 
review

Late 2011/   
early 2012

FHWA approve the Record of Decision 
(ROD) on selected alternative 



Project schedule



Description of hearing exhibits

Page 11



WisDOT contacts
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